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Atlas

Architectures of the 21st Century

Asia and Pacific

Luis Fernandez-Galiano
Eastern Dawns. An Architectural Journey from Central Asia to the Pacific

1. Central Asia

Takashi Tsubokura

The Next Metropolis of Central Asia. Astana, a Geopolitical Node in the Steppes
Norman Foster, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation, Astana, Kazakhstan

BIG, National Library, Astana, Kazakhstan

OMA /Rem Koolhaas, Almaty Science Campus, Talgar, Kazakhstan

2. Pakistan

Hammad Husain

Coexisting Contrasts. Pakistan, Islamic Tradition and Recent Tribulations
Ahed, Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, Gilgit

Arcop, Al-Azhar Garden Housing, Karachi

Aedas, KPT Tower, Karachi

3. Indian Subcontinent

Rahul Mehrotra

Between Computers and Geomancy. India, Global Flows and Local Assertions
Arup, Druk White Lotus School, Shey, Ladakh, India

Morphogenesis, Pearl Academy of Fashion, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India

Studio Mumbai, Palmyra House, Mumbai, India

RMA, TISS University Campus, Tuljapur, Maharashtra, India

Anna Heringer, DESI Building, Rudrapur, Dinajpur, Bangladesh

Richard Murphy, British High Commission, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Williams & Tsien, Banyan Park, Mumbai, India

4. China

Jianfei Zhu

A Third Path between State and Market. China, Critical Exchanges with the West
Norman Foster, International Airport, Beijing

Herzog & de Meuron, National Olympic Stadium, Beijing

PTW, National Swimming Center, Beijing

Paul Andreu, National Grand Theater, Beijing

OMA /Rem Koolhaas & Ole Scheeren, CCTV Headquarters, Beijing

Steven Holl, Linked Hybrid Residential Complex, Beijing

Atelier FCJZ/Yung Ho Chang, UF Soft R&D Center, Beijing

In+of Architecture/ Wang Lu, Hope Primary School, Leiyang, Hunan
Amateur Studio/ Wang Shu & Lu Wenyu, History Museum, Ningbo, Zhejiang
Zhang Lei, Two Brick Houses, Gaochun, Jiangsu

Zaha Hadid, Opera House, Guangzhou

Studio Pei Zhu, Yue Minjun Museum, Qingcheng, Sichuan

Ai Weiwei, Ordos 100, Ordos, Inner Mongolia

5. Korea

Mann-Young Chung

Experiment and Experience. South Korea, the Vertigo of Urban Hyperdensity
Mass Studies, S-Trenue Tower, Seoul

UnSangDong, Gallery Yeh, Seoul

Dominique Perrault, Ewha Women’s University, Seoul

FOA, Dulnyouk Publishers, Paju Book City, Gyeonggi

Alvaro Siza, Multifunctional Hall, Anyang, Gyeonggi

MVRDYV, Power Center, Gwang Gyo, Gyeonggi
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6. Japan

Taro Igarashi

After the Earthquake and the Bubble. Japan, a Refined and Technological Mannerism

Toyo Ito, Tama Art University Library, Tokyo

Jun Aoki, SIA Aoyama Building, Tokyo

Ryue Nishizawa, House in Moriyama, Tokyo

Kazuyo Sejima, Apartments in Okurayama, Yokohama, Kanagawa
Junya Ishigami, KAIT Workshop, Atsuki, Kanagawa

Takaharu & Yui Tezuka, Fuji Kindergarten, Tachikawa, Tokyo
Kengo Kuma, Town Hall, Yusuhara, Kochi

Sou Fujimoto, Musashino Art University Library, Kodaira, Tokyo

7. Taiwan

Ching-Yueh Roan

A Weary Tiger. Taiwan, the Search for a Post-Industrial Identity
Linli Su, Wood Sculpture Museum, Sanyi

Toyo Ito, Stadium for World Games, Kaohsiung

UNStudio, Star Place Shopping Center, Kaohsiung

MAD, Convention Center, Taichung

8. Southeast Asia

Evan J.S. Lin & C.J. Anderson-Wu

Cultures at the Crossroads. Southeast Asia, an Inorganic Urbanization

Kerry Hill, The Chedi Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Vo Trong Nghia, Wind and Water Café, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Norman Foster, Petronas University, Bandar Seri Iskandar, Malaysia

OMA /Rem Koolhaas & Ole Scheeren, Mahanakhon Tower, Bangkok, Thailand
Kazuhiro Kojima, New HUA Campus, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

9. Singapore

Peter G. Rowe

Tropical Excellence. Singapore, towards a Vibrating and Livable City
WOHA, Moulmein Rise Tower, Novena

Grant, Gardens by the Bay Park, Marina South

Daniel Libeskind, Reflections Residential Complex, Keppel Bay

10. Australia and Pacific

Haig Beck & Jackie Cooper

An Insular Continent? Australia and New Zealand, Propositive Regionalism
John Wardle, Nigel Peck Center, Melbourne, Victoria

Phooey, Children’s Activity Center, Port Phillip, Victoria

Glenn Murcutt, Walsh House, Kangaroo Valley, New South Wales
m3architecture, University Laboratory, Gatton, Queensland

Denton Corker Marshall, Broadway Building, Sydney, New South Wales
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THIS ATLAS is the first volume of a
series of four which update and
substantially develop the work publish-
ed in 2007 by the BBVA Foundation,
Atlas. Global Architecture circa 2000.
The initial project dealt in a single
volume with the architecture of the
planet at the threshold of the millen-
nium, and aimed to take stock of the
most important works completed after
the Fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, an
event that marked the end of the Cold
War and also the end of the ‘short 20th
century’ that began in 1914 with World
War 1. With the perhaps unreasonable
purpose of reflecting at the same time
the ‘state of the world’ and the ‘state
of the art’, the book combined what
Franco Moretti calls ‘distant reading’,
through ten long essays by experts on
the different regions of the globe, with
the ‘close reading’ provided by the
detailed documentation on the most
noteworthy buildings of the period,
grouped into the same geographical
areas. Inspired by the conceptual his-
tory of Reinhart Koselleck, this col-
lective project tried to offer a broad
panoramic account of the recent past
through something like a convergence
of stories, tightly interwoven to create
a tapestry where all the main currents
that shape our time are combined with
the distinctive features of the regions
and the singularity of events, so that
the smooth continuity of patterns be-
comes the weft that ties together the
changes, innovations and events that
alter the course of history.
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The positive reception of the first
project encouraged the BBVA Foun-
dation to take on an even more ambi-
tious endeavor: documenting with four
volumes, published in consecutive
years, the latest architecture of the dif-
ferent continents. With the same intel-
lectual coordinates and publishing
characteristics as the previous edition,
this project has several new features,
beyond the very obvious one of mul-
tiplying the extension by four and the
less evident one of increasing the
works published per volume to almost
double the initial number. In the first
place, it only covers works completed
very recently, transforming the broad
historical balance of the first book into
an attempt to register the temperature
of the present; with a similar purpose,
it includes unbuilt projects, extending
its reach to an immediate future; lastly,
it eliminates the restrictions of the first
Atlas, which only featured three works
per region and one building per office
(compelled by the synthetic nature of
the account), so allowing the most sig-
nificant countries and the architects
with greater international presence to
assert their dimension and influence.
The result, as can be seen in this first
volume, are publications less strin-
gently modulated than the initial At/as:
while maintaining the division of each
book into ten geographical chapters,
the extension of the essays and the
number of featured works and projects
are commensurate with the relevance
of the region in question.

Dividing the planet into four areas
necessarily called for a continental cri-
terion, though somehow modified to
make the volumes even in extension.
The insufficient demographic size of
Oceania was solved, as is customary,
by adding the Pacific to the Asian con-
tinent; the smaller economic scale of
Africa was made up for with the in-
clusion of the Middle East, as is also
frequent; the Americas are dealt with
in a single volume, avoiding a perhaps
unnecessary fragmentation; and, in-
evitably, Europe includes the Russian
territories in Asia. The most complex
decisions had to with the allocation of
Turkey, finally included in the Middle
East due to convenience rather than to
conviction, and the western delimita-
tion of Asia, which was finally estab-
lished in the deserts of Central Asia,
adding to the African volume the areas
stretching from Iran. Hence, this first
volume, 4sia and Pacific, commences
in the territory of ‘The Great Game’
and travels through the continent all
the way to the ocean; the second of the
series, America, will explore it from
the Arctic to the Southern Cone; the
third, Africa and Middle East, will go
from South Africa to the Bosphorous;
and the fourth, Europe, will start the
itinerary in Russia to conclude it at the
finis terrae of the Iberian Peninsula.
This volume covers the first stage of
the journey, and it seems only appro-
priate that it should be precisely the
one covering the continent destined to
leave its mark on the current century.



